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Introduction

An Arnside resident has approashArnside Parish Council (APC) with a proposal to discontinue the
cutting of the grass verges particulaalong Blackdyke Road and Sandside Road in suppokt of re
wilding and planting of wildflowers to encourage nature to flourish.

APC convened a Work group to investigate the extent of mowed area compared to that left wild

within the parish, to estimate costinvolved in rewilding, to establish responsibilities and review

perceived benefits of either continued mowing orwélding. The Work Group included the land

owned by APC in order to a) clarify and quantify what APC own, b) demonstrate or otheratjse th
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consideration could be given to further-meilding or planting of wildflowers.

The overriding factors are
CCC own the road verges and, as suchulti@ate decision for change rests with them.

APC have undertaken to maintain verges within the village on an historical basis (it is not
known if CCC contribute towards the cost of such).

Any decision taken by APC will therefore impact on @G/Ate vesa.

The Work group is to report to a committee to be established in order to decide on the merits of
changing APC present strategy with regards to mowing. The committee would need to consider the
following options:

Cease all mowing/strimmingneed to comsider if public consultation required prior to APC
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Reduce area mown/strimmed

Advise CCC of any change in strategy and thus their obligation felacisatg from such a
change (GCC will be obliged to conduct a survey of residents prior to enacting any changes).

Retain the status quo

All the above considerations are subjective given thawileing will undoubtably improve habitat
for wildlife and florabut on the other handcreate conflict with a proportion of the Arnside
residents who enjoy the aesthetic view of neat and tidy vergstablished over many yearsheT
appearance of the village has drawn in many new residents over the yeaegotarge may well
result in public discontent.Such views cannot be taken lightly even though they cannot be
measured in quantifiable waywvithout a survey) The question to be answereddss it appropriate
for that location and is it wanted by the majgriof Arnside residen®&sHowever, it idikely that once
a decision to rewild is made then anfuture reversal of suck decision ould result inextreme
social media comments.

The Work Group lereviewed many published articles on the subj@efferencal within the report)
but must point out that such publications are written by environmentalists, wildlife enthusiasts and
funded bodies.



Summary of Findings

There would be an increase in costs associated with maintaining the verges afigdireg and itis
recommended that if revilding was to take place then the cost to both enact it and to subsequently
maintain the areas should fall upon the rightful duty owneGumbria County Council.

Savings to APC from transfer of responsibility for maintainiegsérges could be in the region of
£100Q Howeveyit should bebornein mindthat a gain to ACwill result in an increase cogt CCC

If responsibilityis transferredthen APC would have no say in the maintenance of such verges and
therefore require residents to take up any issues with CCC directly.

Areas of land mown have been calculated and ownership and responsibilities deterntiaed
ownedby APC is judged to fzenenity land or in small blocks embedded within residential areas.

If verge maintenance wasturned to CCC then they would apply the strategy they have established
on rewilding. Such a strategy includes the requirement for a metfide strip closesto the kerb to

be regularly mown. In the case of some verges (e.g Blackdyke Road this would leswiklede

strip of a maximum width of 1 metre in placeg)n area sufficient to ensure adequate visibility for
vehicles exiting the side road (bungaloveking on to railway) would also be required to be mown.

Rewilding undoubtably produces and sustains greddiediversityparticularly during the growing
season. Whilst in bloom the flowers are pleasing to the byewhen the season is over the
gras$and can lookuncaredfor and abandoned.

Recommendations

(Rewilding of verges will have to be done by CCC and any recommendations should be passed to
CCC for consideratipsurvey of residents, estimation of hazards.etc

The Work Grouponsiders tle limited areaavailable for rewilding on Blackdyke Road (given the 1
metre wide mown striprequirement) to probably be of insufficient size to justify a cost/benefit
balance.

The Work Group recommend that the verge mowing on Sandside Roagkisicted to the length
of verge between the Railway Bridge and the Arnside Village siBesulting in a significant area of

land being made available for ravilding. Such an area (1440 m2) represents
approximately 50% of the presently mown verge the whole parish

APC owned land which may be suitable forwélding is deemed to be restricted to banking areas
in Beechwood and the Cemetery (which would need to be reclaimed as future pressure on the
finite burial space is applied)If this recommendatbn were to be adopted then volunteers would

be needed to carry out the work and maintenangcand a budget line set up withithe APC finance
report.

APC should encourage interested groups to lobby local land owners (Dallam Estates, National
Trust, Woodland Trust Network Railetc) to expand their area of wildflower planting (far greater
areas being available than that of existing verges.



Scope of Work

Quantify the total amount of cultivateind (by mowing, strimming and flower beds) within the
boundares of Arnside Parish and thereby deduce the percentage left uncultivated.

Identify which areas are owned by APC and which are the responsibility of Cumbria County Council.

Identify any areas which would result in additional hazards to motoggtdists and pedestrians if
areas were left uncut.

Identify costimplicatiors to the APC budget if less mowing were carried out.
Consider the issue of residents mowing the areas in front of their properties.
Review arguments for and agaimstwilding of verges and open spaces.

Provide a report to APC to facilitate decision making by a specific committee or the whole council.

Constraints

All road verges are the responsibility of CCC and therefore any recommendations would require their
review, animplementation of their public consultation process and funding efvileling plusfuture
maintenance.

APC simply ceasing all verge maintenance without habitat management may not achieve a
significant increase ibio diversification andavildlife numbers. The majority of Arnside residents
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To date only one resident has requestedwiding (0.04% of Arnside populatioaid therefore it is
difficult to know the loal strength of feeling on this issue.

Arnside is a rural community surrounded by hundreds of acres of uncultivated land. Such land being
arable farmland or National Trust lan@This area of land has not been taken into account by the

work group even thogh it is of an overwhelming quantity when compared to mown areas at

present.

The area of foreshore has notdretaken into consideration, givethat it is generally uncultivated
and subject to tidal conditions.

The working group do not pesss any specifiexpertise on wildlife/plant biology or environmental
sustainability.



Quantification of the land area involved.

There are two issues to be considered;

1. The land which APC hold title to and can thus legally make changes to.

2. The land which Cumbria Cour@puncil hold title to which would require them to make any
decisions concerning such land after a full and comprehensive involvement with all
stakeholders (APC, residents, traffic safety experts)

APC land Assets

Title Approximate Area | Approximate Area cut mZ Percentage
m2 uncultivated

Memorial Field 27200 25840 5

Beechwood 7200 2450 66

Cemetery 10880 8160 25

Lawrence Dr (2 plots) 750 750 0

Jubilee Gardens (foreshore) 1000 1000 0

Seaward side of seawall | 400 400 0

Allotments 2400 2100 13

Area opposite railway bridgq 320 320 0

Total Area 50150 41020 18

Overall percentage of uncultivated land owned by APC is in the regi@%of Council owned land is
either required for a specific functiani.e. burials or sports or is classed as amenity land. 18% is a
reasonable area givendémecessary allocations for sport, leisure and burial.

Memorial Field

The largest area of cut lansithe Memorial Field where the mowing of grass is required for cricket,
football and general recreation. (Note tennis and bowling club grplas club buildings included in
mown area). The cutting of grass in general recreation areas is considerextaigce® ensure the
safety ofthe public(includingadequate provision of visual inspections to minimise litter and
fouling).




Beechwood Nature Reserve

Beechwood is designated a nature reserve and as such mown only in the area where there is a
pathway and benches for residents and visitors to enjoy the setBepchwood was donated to
APCby the Matson ground Estate Company

Cemetery

The ceméery is maintained to a high standard and part of this is the mowing of grass in the
designated burial areas. Theuthernslopeand quarry area arancultivated and will remain so

until such time in the future that the land may be required for the interthof ashes.A special area

has already been allocated within the burial ground which is mown only once a year to support the
growth of rare orchids and many native flowers (butterflies are in abundance in this aviea)ing

in additional areas is delay until June to allow flowers to bloom, seed and spread.

The question as to whether the burial areas should be mown is a contentious one as many relatives
of the deceased enjoy the access provided and the visual confirmation that their deceased relatives
resting place is being looked after.




Lawrence Drive

The plot on the corner of Lawrence Drive and Redhills road is on a raised sloping section of ground
and as such the mowing of grass enhances visibility for driveas@ess aneégress from Lawrence
Drive. The second plot on Lawrence Drive is small buteidiately adjacent (no wall separation) to
residential gardens/buildings as well as being on the corner of a steeply sloping cul de sac. Long
grass in this area may incur visual impairment of drivers exiting the cul de sac and result in species
spread inb private property.Both plots are in the midst of residences and as such do not conform
GAGK aoAf REATS NO@thaN®btRBoNIWeENBrAREIAAPY &sPart of the
developers landscaping scheme.

Redhills Road/Lawrendgrive Lawrerce Drive/culde-sac

Jubilee Gardens

Jubilee gardeson the foreshorewvas purchasein 1935in order tospecificallyestablish a
ornamentalgarden area




Seaward side of Seawall.

Although mowed, this area is submerged during spring tides. It provides a picnic area within reach
of the foreshore unofficial parking aresnd litter bins.

Allotments

This area is designated for residewtsly to grow their own produce and a portiafiland to the
front is left to grow unattended.

































